Gooc} Moming
| think most of you know me. 'm Marci Bowers, MD. | addressed this group once

Y group
Previously, spcaking then on vcgctarianism. ] had one member come to me after ]
spoke, very inspired by what | had to say, onlg to tell me several months ]a’cer, that he
had tried vegetarianism and had gained 30 Pouncls. Gaiven that ] am ta”a’rxg about the

hosPital work that ] do, ] hoPe this time around no one tries transsexualism.

As you i(now, ] accepted the reins from Dr. Eiber in Jub 2003. ] had the honor of
working side }33 side with Dr. Bibemcor 6 months Prior to that...and in so cloing,
learned a great deal from Doc. Tlﬂat said, | was quitc accomplishcd mgscl? Prior to
coming to T rinidad, though in a more low 1«33 manner, working as a gyn surgeon and
obstetrician in Seattle for some 1 7 years. ] was well known there but not to the
clcgrec that ] am now or anywlﬂcrc near the ]cgacg that Dr. Bibcr had established.
Mang People have asked me over the years, wl'xg | have remained in Trinidac{?..i.]n fact,
it is almost a question asked more often than anythiﬂg regarcling my surgeries. The
answer to that qucstion though is a series of answers rca”g and tl'xcg all bcgin with Dr.
Biber. Magbe | am a bit nos’calgic. T he fact that transsexual surgery is here atallis a

was riglﬂt....wlﬂcn he’d oPcratcd on half the town..... (and it is), then it must be so. Jtis
also a tribute to the goresigh’c that he Possessed as well. T hat may take time for all to
sce as the message slowlg trickles out....resisted bg many but obvious to those of us
who Provicle this care. You might remember Mr. K eith from a few years ago, quoting
scripture in sounding Ezekiel’s trumpet to call for the ‘coalition of the wi”ing’ to drive
me and transsexual surgery from T rinidad. But) as l understand it, Mr. Keitlﬁ was an
outsider, had little respect for the his‘cory of this town and the respect that Dr. Biber
had gained ancl, most importantlg, had never set foot in the hospital, spokcn to the

Patients oreven to tlﬁe staxqz who cared For these Patient&

One of the most surprising aspects of my own Prcnccssiomai career and Pcrsona] life is
that my spiri’cual life and relationship with (God are l’\ugclg impor’cant to me. Without
boring you, ]’” sharejust a couPle of my insights into the how’s and why’s of what we
do here. Mang Pcop]e think of medicine as strict]g science but, anyone who has
Prac’ciced obstetrics will tell you, there is somcthing in!ncrentlg spiri’cua] about birth and
those who Provide that care, ifzgou can allow 5oursel)c to be guiclecl by what lies abovej



will find an exlnilarating connection to lﬁumanitg, (God and what life is all about. Jtisnt

You’” remember that Dr. Bibcr was actua”g studging to be a Kabbi before going into
medicine. Onc of my many regrets about him Passing Prematurelﬂ was that we never
had a discussion about Faith..i.mostlg it was, “Ah,jus’c relax, kid>. And ina way, with
those simple words, magbc he and | connected more than can be exP]aincd or
reasoned. | Passec{ around a comPosite of he and my father who share an uncanny
resemblance....and he and my mother share a bir‘clﬂdag, Ma9 4. But for someone who
has delivered Z~something thousand babics, Perf:ormed nearlg 500 male-to-female
gencler oPeratiOﬂs, seen more naked bottoms than any porn starever bome, WOW,

what a Pcrspcctivc on lifel

So anyway, back to Mr. K eith and those whoJ not !istening to God orto Faith, use
scripturc tojudgc and extend their own bigotrg, | love to refer to the Bible and quote,
“there but for the Girace of (God go . Because, before all of usjudgel imagine
9ourscl)c to be in the Place of a person who says, “l have felt mgsehc to be different all
of my lhce, not to be male but to feel mgschc to be female” sccrct]y hiding, knowing how
diﬁcicu]t, how horrhcging and lonclg, gencler transition can bc, how almost everyt}‘ling
one knows can be lost or taken away, through no fault of their own, }39 a decision to

live as the sex societ3 says ] am not”.

One day, slwort]g axcterl had taken over from Dr. Eiber) avery, very well-dressed
woman came into my ogice, obviouslg an out~o1c~towner, came in with her anclroggnousr
]ooking son and explaincd that her son was transgcnclcrcd and would need my l’lC]P
some&ay. l expiaine& the process of transition, that it is not sometlﬁing she or her
husband had done as a Parent, that a person cannot ‘catch’ geﬂder dysphoria, that it
is c]car]9 somcthing biologica] but that Psgclﬂologica] support is used because the
transition process can be so damaging to a person’s self of assurance and that
support is needed. | aterin the conversation, she informed me that her husband was a
very, very conservative chublican congressman from Colorado Springs. [e
couldn’t be at the meeting but believes he would have wanted to have been there

because...as difficult as it has been for him to understand what the son was going



tl—xrough ...... he c!carlg loved his son and onlg wanted him to be l‘vappg ..... and thank (God
you are here. l think it was at that moment that ] trub knew that ] was truly &oing

Gocl’s work.

]’“just say one more thing about transsexualism in Perlﬁaps oxclcering another way to
understand whg itisa part of the human genome and wl‘:g, as a maturing wor]cl, that it is
impor’cant that we offer this service as the world catches up with | rinidad. Bg the
way, ] say that because we had a T\/ Producer and director out here a month ago,

is Progrcssivc, but T rinidad is 20 years ahead of us in terms of tolerance...and |
thought that to be a very nice comPliment ]’vc often said, “if not T rinidad, where? For
we are a bit of a world microcosm, a societal exPeriment and temP]ate for the
future....of tolerance and universal acceptance of everyone and angonc....and that is
very, very hopexcu] if the world is to ever find peace. Angwag, my Point was, imagine as
young aclu]ts, we lined up Forgencler assignmeﬂt (gencler, by the way, is what our
internal makcup says we are...above the shou!dcrs)vcrsus sex, which is gcnitalia

onlg....imaginc that, instead of assigninggencler based upon geni’ca]ia, we assignccl

gendemcec]s to transsexuals. Basing gcnder upon gcni’calia ignores the internal
?eelings of females who believe themselves to be male~gendered and males who believe
themselves to be Fema!eigenc{ered..‘.ancl it's been there for these People, almost
variab]gl since birth and the numbers are almost equal. What cxact]g does that say

about us as human beings’? We are complex,jus’c like the rest of nature.

One more thought in looking at the world...and this one brimgs me to the cdgc a bit. |
think leaders of the past and present trub believe that theg are guided to do the rig!ﬁt
thing‘.‘.some invoke God as inspiration, in fact. Bu’c in looking at the world, ] think
there are two Fundamcmtallg oppositc Positions that leaders continue to take. The
first, and sadlg most common, is a view of the world as imperpcct but that manifest
clestiﬂg can determine which elements are meCrlCCCt, and eliminate those. [Jitlerian
tlﬂought, | callit. [Hitler saw the disabled, the handicappcd, the frail, as impcrpcct and
his answer was genocidc. The Problem is that wl'losejuclgmen’c reins supreme because

Hitler alsojudged that gays, ’cranssexuals, slavs, ggpsies and Jews were also



imperpect and that pretty much summarizes WWII. So either we putup fences and
borders to keep undesirable People out....or we kill them in their own backgarcl. T]ﬁe
oPPositc view, the view that Jcsus l’lC]Cl, (God’s view, | be]icvc, was that there is no one
Pechct, that we are all sinners, that all Pcoplc hold value to world, however minimal,
that gooa and evil are often iargeiy a function of societal Privi]ege and circumstance,
and that unconditional love is the on]g view that God sustains, understanding of one
another rather than mistrust of one another. Jtis a very easy Posi’cion to take, that all

Peoplc have value, and let (God Passjudgment. And thatis what is called Faith.

Ancl Fina”g....] appcarccl on Tl’le Tyra Banks Show last month. Tl’lc show will airin
May. They are holding the shows as one of their best of the year, for Sweeps week.
There is a website, Tyrashow.com that will post the date of the airing in late APri(. ]
think all oFgou know the national reputation that | rinidad has earned and | hopc that

you see this as Positive]g as the media does. Yes, at first, it was a bit of gawking and

Triniclad to acccpt....but | think it is a very good thing. As other small towns, less

unique, s’cruggle to survive, vulnerable to the winds of change and the decline of

meanwhile is Prospering once again. Kim Fachcco told me the other dag that the

money that comes into town here makes aPProximately 9 turns....so thatis a good

a frontier town....it is cutting edge, as it was during the 1880’s when this town was
carved bg determination, out of rock and stone, }39 some incrediblg brave People,
many of whose descendents still live and work in T rinidad. And l tl"liﬂi{, thouglﬁ you
might not know me and may not have even gotten to know Dr‘ Biber, one thing you
can say with certainty about us both, is that we too were courageous Pcoplc. ...... and

thatitis courage that has always driven the world’s future.
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