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TCN INTERVIEW

Dr. Marci Bowers

By Rachel Holly Miller

TCN: Thanks fo toking the fime out o folk with ou recders, Dr. Bowers.
‘Caud you explin o It about yoursel o help our recders get fo know
o bit betert
Dr. Bowers: Wel, Rache, | am an obsierician and gynecologic surgeon
who has worked in Sectle for the past 17 years, inclucing residency. |
remain ‘married" 1o @ womon ( a biochemisiry PAD as wel s my medical
practce managar and best riand] but parinered to @ man. | ransioned from maletofemale 6 years ogo.
while working in o large mulispecialy clinic in downiown Seatle. My pariner and | current live in
Triidod, Colorada with my 7-year old son, Thomas. | clso have 2 gitl, ages 11 and 12 who live wih my.

you 1o begin performing gender reassigament surgery?
M. Several fackors influenced my decison o lecve my ‘sealh’ existence ond perform GRS. | hove
worked with the Trans communty for yeers, hoving performed Hysts for FIM', lobioplasies for MF pos-
ops, et However, with the oging of Doctors Bibar and Schrang, there soon wil remain very few choices
for woman choosing o have quality GRS surgery here in he US. Secondly, he surgery tht is ovailoble

‘oppeoronce. And finlly,
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TCN: What fes do you ypically charge for o vaginopasty
procedurs?

MB.: Thanks 1o the low cost of iving hare in Trinidad, our
foes for GRS Please Calll including ol reited charges,

hospital stoy, aneshes
v e
‘Trinidad [number of doys in hospiol, number doys in bed,
umber of doys before leaving for home,
MB.: Potients ore seen in the office the day pricr to GRS.
They cre admited the night before and remain for 8 days
afer srgery. Bed rest i normally recommendd for th first
5 days oflr surgery. Most patientsleave for home on the day
of discharge or one day loter.
TCN: How do you see the fure of gender recssignment sur-
gery f.e. technological improvement?
MEB.: | think that thre are o number of improvemens that
can be mode in the technicalaspects of he surgery. For one,
a5 o gynecologis, | see ollsurgeons posioning he ureiro
el & Ay en g s s 5
done) beter. | would o some improvements i
ey d
o betier one-iage operaton. Realy hough, | give credit to
who hove hod the courage o ke this sur
on. It has come @ long woy and i, i nofing sse,
ovaioble o those wih ime and money.

=

of qualiied surgeon, the perspecive of @ gynecalogist, and the sensiiiy of someone who has gone
hrough the Trans process thamssives. I is, i seems fo me, o perfec it [okay no mre puns).
TCN: Wil you be performing the surgey in Trindod, Colorodo?
ME.: Alfough Dr. Biber remains wih me for support and mentoring, | am the ONLY surgeon in Trindod,
e ptio Ot o 1. 200
sed proceduras in

vl ko kil rca avgmariton,and ochest g . S s chcly e
very it surgeon i the wrld o report ocheal shoving for Mifs)—which con be combined wit the GRS
procedure or wih the abioplasty.
TCN: Do you parform any FiM procedurest
MB.:In acditon o the hysterectomies for FIMs, | olso perform chest surgary (mosiectomy) and mefhaido-
plasy [ctorol elease). Dr. Biber has performed many, many pholoplasies ofhough | curtenty do not
include tha n my reperiire and doubt tht thot wil be odded—ot lecst for
TCN: Which voginoplasty technique do you use, panile inverson or othert
M. 1/we use the penle inverson lechnique. Ahough this is @ ‘2stoge’ procedure, only 40% of paier

nd the socalied ‘onesoge’ {ond should) have sec-

goon
ondory labiaplastes anywey.
TCN: s this o single sage or muliple soge procedure?

MB.: | hink the 2 stoge procedure allows o befler cosmeic resu, no question.
TCN: Which surgeonls) hove you stdied under t learn this lechnique?

Vs

SEEKING SEXUAL REASSIGNMENT SURGERY?

Since February 1, 2003 Dr. Marci L. Bowers hos been
studying SRS techniques with Dr. Stanley Biber in Trinidad,
Colorado. Dr. Bowers s a gynecologist and amember of the TG
community. She will use her own experience along with the fute-
loge of Dr. Biber, and mentoring from other SRS surgeons, fo

make SRS  roufine surgical procedure.

For more information on Dr. Bowers and SRS visit her website:

http://marcibowers.com
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